DRIVER SAFETY LETTER

CENTERLINE

National Private Truek-Council A TRUEBLUE COMPANY

International Roadcheck Results September 2026

The results are in! During this year’s three-day International Roadcheck, commercial motor vehicle inspectors
conducted 54,575 inspections of commercial motor drivers and vehicles across North America. The good news
is that most vehicles (81%) and drivers (94.2%) inspected had no out-of-service (OOS) violations.

On the other hand, 10,350 commercial motor vehicles (19%) and 3,184 drivers (5.8%) were placed out of
service. A commercial motor vehicle and/or driver is placed out of service when an inspector finds a violation
serious enough to make continued operation unsafe.

The results indicate what inspectors are looking for and how the industry is performing against those
standards. They also provide a useful tool for your own vehicle inspection reports and to make sure your own
driving regulatory requirements are in good order.

Table: OOS Numbers and Rates

Inspection Number of Number Vehicle Number Driver
Lo Inspections of 00S 00S of 00S 00S
Conducted Vehicles Rate Drivers Rate
Level | 31,241 7,752 24.8% 1,639 5.2%
Level Il 11,502 2,549 22.2% 857 7.5%
Level Il 10,528 N/A N/A 688 6.5%
Level V 1,304 49 3.8% N/A N/A

Vehicle Violations

There are three inspection types involving inspections of the vehicle — North American Standard Level |, Il and
V Inspections. Inspectors conducted 44,047 Level |, Il and V Inspections and placed 10,350 vehicles or
combinations (23.5%) out of service after finding 13,924 out-of-service vehicle violations.

The top vehicle out-of-service violation in North America was for brake systems. Inspectors identified 3,379
out-of-service brake system violations, which accounted for almost 25% of all vehicle out-of-service violations.
In addition, the third most-cited out-of-service violation was for 20% defective brakes, which is when 20% or
more of the brakes have an out-of-service condition. Combined, brake-related out-of-service violations
accounted for 39% of out-of-service vehicle violations.



Table: Top Five Vehicle OOS Violations and Rates in the U.S.

Violation Category c;’ral:;rn‘;f 00s Vehicle OOS Rate
Brake Systems 2,816 23.6%
Tires 2,669 22.3%
20% Defective Brakes 1,846 15.4%
Lights 1,514 12.7%
Cargo Securement 1,438 12.0%

The vehicle violation focus this year was cargo securement, which was ranked fourth out of all vehicle out-of-
service violations in North America. Inspectors identified 1,724 cargo securement out-of-service violations.
Cargo securement violations occur when commercial motor vehicle freight is inadequately restrained,
immobilized, locked, secured, tied down, packed or monitored. Shifting or falling freight may cause vehicle
rollovers, jackknifes or deadly highway debris.

Driver Violations

North American Standard Level |, Il and Il Inspections are the inspection types involving inspections of
commercial motor vehicle drivers. Of the 53,271 Level |, Il and Il Inspections conducted, 3,184 drivers (6%)
were placed out of service.

The top reason a driver was issued an out-of-service order was for not having a medical card, accounting for
27% of all driver out-of-service violations.

Table: Top Five Driver OOS Violations and Rates in North America
Driver OOS Rate

Violation Category Number of OOS Violations

No Medical Card 1,072 27.0%
Hours of Service 929 23.4%
No Commercial Driver’s License 620 15.6%
English Proficiency 361 9.1%
False Records of Duty Status 266 6.7%

Note: Mexico’s out-of-service violations were all vehicle violations; therefore, the reported driver out-of-service violations are for
Canada and the U.S only.

The driver violation focus for this year’s International Roadcheck was on electronic logging device (ELD)
tampering, falsification or manipulation. Inspectors issued 146 out-of-service orders (3.7%) for ELD tampering.
ELD tampering is the altering, obscuring, falsifying, interfering or reengineering of data on an electronic logging
device to hide hours-of-service violations. Hiding actual driving time raises the risk of severe highway crashes
due to driver fatigue.

The NPTC Monthly Driver Safety Letter, jointly sponsored by NPTC and Centerline Drivers, is a Microsoft Word document that you can print out and post as is, if
appropriate, or modify any way you wish to make it a better fit for your drivers, including adding your company logo. If you are already doing an in-house letter, you
may find information here that you can cut and paste into your own letter. If you are interested in specific subjects, or have any comments/feedback, contact Tom
Moore, CTP, at tmoore@nptc.org or (703)838-8898.



https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.centerlinedrivers.com_resources_customers-3Futm-5Fsource-3Dnewsletter-26utm-5Fmedium-3Demail-26utm-5Fcampaign-3Dnptcsafety&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=Pk7F8D_tC8BDc0gKUuAF7W0qSLn-hrV2K76OUttr8OY&m=fU3Pi7gzwBybDlZLcTWCoZ0GYuzpv6_cqNrkAz5IAnY&s=PC038MgbOVFd85tuzAIDAYUeoMYNARYjgG-lZdzG3-I&e=
mailto:tmoore@nptc.org

